
Objective
To assess the variation of antibiotics prescriptions in otitis
media in France between 2001 and 2004.

Method
Retrospective study concerning 2001 and 2004.
Data were collected in real time and ogoing for every patient
in an electronic medical record by GPs using standardised
clinical situation as well as computerised prescriptions.
We selected all consultations presenting an otitis media
diagnosis.

We looked for antibiotic prescriptions associated to these
consultations and analysed the type of antibiotics using ATC
classification.
We calculated the percentage of consultations with antibiotic
prescription in 2001 and 2004 overall and in 10 years age
groups, and compared both figures using chi square test.
We classified the antibiotic prescription using ATC classes
and calculated the percentage of prescriptions for each class
in 2001 and 2004, and compared both figures using chi
square test.
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Results
107,166 patients and 315,137 consultations in 2001.
104,912 patients and 301,926 consultations in 2004.

Discussion
We found a statistically significant decrease overall.
Statistically significant decreases were shown for three age
groups: [02-09], [40-49] and [60-69].

The comparison of the respective part of AB classes
between 2001 and 2004 shows a significant decrease for
penicillin combined and penicillin with extended spectrum.
As the GPs of the OGM are not representative of the French
GP population those last results can’t be extrapolated
outside of the network.

Conclusion
There is a significant decrease in antibiotic prescription for
otitis media, statistically significant for the [02-09],     [40-49]
and [60-69] ages groups.
For the GPs of the OGM it was not linked to changes of the
prescribed antibiotic classes, except for a decrease in
penicillin combined and penicillin with extended spectrum.
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For further information:
Please contact d.duhot@sfmg.org
SFMG: www.sfmg.org
OGM: http://omg.sfmg.org

SFMG thanks all GPs and patients
anonymously participating to the 
OGM for supplying their practice data.


